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ihe Galleria in Edina has long been one of
the Twin Citdes” strongest reqail drawws, attract-
Ing upscale shoppers from across the metro
area. But the ﬁhappilEhMrmm will gain
an even stronges profile with a new mixed-
use addition.

The Westin Edina Galleria Hotel and
Residences will add a 225-room hotel, B2 con-
domimium units and a parking ramp to the

property. . .

The key to the 5120 million project is the
wiry the various aspects will f each oth-
ers s , said Warren Beck. principal of
Gahbert & Beck Inc., the Edina company that
owns the Galleria and is developing the hotel
and condo project.

“When the project was first presented 1o us,
the real attraction was the opportunity to en-
hance the Galleria and expand it to a greater
presence in the marketplace” he said, “Tt
makes all ki of sense (o us and seemed like
a natural fir.”

Gahbert & Beck,
Minnetonka-based
hotel-management
firm  Wischermann
Partners Inse.,
Minneapolis-based
developer AvanCos. LS
Inc. and Minneapolis-
based Elness Swenson
Grafam Architects Inc.
first met in spring 2005 |
1o discuss the project. S8
and have moved for-
wnd epulckly. Tt lsn't
o say there haven
beensomercadbumps
along the way

Rarnes & Noble filed
a |mwsuil tast summer
claiming the project
violkated s lease and
would hurt its sabes. A juwdge rejected those
cladns i Devember, clearing the way Tor the
project to proceed,

“We've had a very effective team that really
teak challenges in stride all :!]uni’ﬁnrk sajel
“Wie were abbe to fold our schedube around al-
st amy obetacle that canse up-and maintaln
the sehedule. which Ias been remariabbe,”

Construction on the parking remp began in
vt Mav and work on the 18-story hotel and
condn building started in Januany:

The Westin Hotel will occupy the bottom
seven Hoors of the building, with 225 goest
oons, 2 restaurant ballmoms,  mveeting
oo i fitness area and a pool, That will be
topped with 1i floors of condos mnging In
size from 1LODG fo 3,000 square feer.

The sarking ramp includes two ynder-
yoroend parking spaces for each condo unit, as
well as 830 spaces for hotel guests and Galleria
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shoppers. A n-
nel will connect
the mmp to the
shopping cemer.

The  Westin
Hotel fills o vobd
for  high-end
lodging in the
area, and s just
down the  road
from where
economy  and
limited-service
hotels compete 1o draw Mall of America visi-
1ors, The Wessin will focus more an business
rraveders and wealthier vacationers.

“It is undoubtedly the mos: upscale
hetel  expersence  culside of  downbewn
Minneapolis,” safd Paul Wischenmann, presi-
dent of Wischermann Partners. “It is a true

rhwdammrienn:i‘ —
Ten years ago, hored de ers only saughe
ol Incyr;mrﬂ high-u-nvl'ﬁﬂ:]:m with good
visibility, Wischermann sid. Things have
changed.

“Lifestyle retadl cemters and first-class hotels
are seeking each other owt,” Wischermann
said, "The upscake
hmel traveler to-
day doesnt neces-
sarily loak only for
easily  accessible
locations  where
they can pull in
and out from the
highway."

Travelers  wan
1hil o do near
Iimnﬁ!u]. and the
109 lelsure activity
for business rav-
alers just o hap-
pens. {o e shop-
ping, he added.
Plus, Westin and
the Galleria both
cater to similarl

upscale cONSUMErs.

Tie housing companent also blends nicely
with the Galleria, as demonstrated by early
demand for the condos. The developers al-
ready have received purchnse agreements for
A48 of the 82 wnits, for which prices nn from
S0, 000 ter 51,8 millinn.
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Mustof the buyers already live in southwest
metro commanities, such as Eding, Eden
Prairie, Minnetonka and south Minneapelis,
Beck said, “But probably the most com-
mean tie is that nearly all of thern are Galleria

shoppers.

The Westins presence also has been a
huge draw for prospective condo buvers, as
residents will ieneft from the hotel’s house-
kegping. rmoom sendce, catering and vabet
nfferings.

Best in Real Estate judge Murray Kormberg
said the paned liked the way the Westin Edina
Galleria  Heel and  Residences  creatively
blended the varlous aspects of the project.

“Whait we fiked most about the Westin was
the sharing of services heoween the hoied and
condamininme, so vou could have this whole
concierge kind of serice” said Komberg. a
director at LL Melody & Co. In Minneapeotis,
“Ins truly & super-imegrated mived-use”

Fellow judge John Tramm, a retzll broker
an Griffin Cos. I Minneapolis, said he was
dravm 1o the project’s location. “The site is
well known throughout the site. so it makes
it intevesting with adding that kind of a com-
ponent onto such a well-known retail center,”
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