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Mark Swenson's experience with the
Farmers and Mechanics Bank building on
Sixth Street and Marquette Avenue goes back
to his childhood in the early 1960s.,

“It was my bank, =0 | remember as a litke
b, a bot of peapbe who were my age had the
famous Passhook Savings Account, which was
aschonl program.” he said. " You'd come down
to thi< massive lobby and put your $1.26in.”

More recently, principal of Elness
Swenson Graham Architects Inc, teamed his
firm up with a group at Ryan Cos, US Inc., led
by Collin Barr, and reinvented the historical
property into the Twin Cities' first Westin ho-
1, which will open the first week i May

Barr, president of Ryan’s Minnesota region,
and Swenson began pursuing the project
about four veir- ago. Byan convinced the
awners, Hartford Conn.-based Hort Advisors,
1o sefl, and then secured HEI tality asan
ewner and operator, Upon completion of the
praject, Fyan, as 520 hanguette Hotwed, will sell
the building to HEL Minneapalis.

While the development was a premiere op-
portumnity, Barr pointed out ts compledy:

“The challenges were almost infindte with
this soject.” hie saicl. “Tlwe primary challenge
v simply suklng o separnte historic bulld-
ings and structures and tm ing to retrofit hose
structures from the office-bank wse they wege
intended for into a hoted wse”

The transformatien involved  structural
issues in reconfyuring the roof, maintain-
it and restoring the historic “skin,” adding
all the restrooms, creating draing and other
plumhbing issues, and esiabdishing a loading
dock in @ high-raffic area. Eleviiors needed
o be moved, and some large vauli spaces
had to be cut theough, While the project team
wantled to reuse some large vaull doors, they
didn’t work in the location they wees in and
had to be moved.

“There were three dilferent companies
that failed to be able 1w move the door”
Swenson said. °1 think the fourth group fi-
nilly was ahle to physically move it That's

howe Beavy it was,” I

Dravidd Wright. vice ident-Commercial
Properties P‘.Euhmp n ?\'Irilr':?mpnﬁs-hasr:d LA,
Rank Corporate Real Estate and one of the
Rest in Real Estate judges, at one tdme man-
aged the property and sald he was “very
aware” of the chnflenges that went nto the
conversion of the property froma bank/office
buibding into a hotel,

*1 think the Targe main foor with the very
high ceiling. aborg with the mumerous poured-
in-place concrete vauhs, made the main floor
area a very big challenge to convert,” he said.
*1 think its a remendous new’ look and we
fior what had become an old and tired basild-
ingIn the midde of downeewn.”

The redevelopment was controlled wnder
the Secretary of the Interiors guidelines for
historic buildings, The developers and ar-

chitects made no exterior modifications to
the original 1241 building. stripped the glass
curtainwall on the 1963 tower to its original
aquamarine pating (i wes painied gun-metal
gray in the early 1970s) and added a new floor
by dividing the 10th story, which was 20 fes
high. That allowed the reolline 1o remain a1 its
orginal helght. The hotel features the origi-
nal J-foot vaulted bank lebby and marble
staircase, nlong with historic light fstures and
origing] artistic glaes pancle,

“It is a space thats memoerable to o log of
people,” Swenson said,

The former bank vauly on the lewer level is
now a conference meeting room, and lower-
level bankers' offices were changed into busi-
ness meeting rooms. The boardroom on the
1k Aoor was restored into a pew Banker's
Boardroom with an adiacent king sulte hawel
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room — providing sleeping quarters for CEOs
ar other executives —and high-tech commu-
nications and videg equipment.

A modem American restaurant, Bank, re-
sides in the former bank lobby, It retains exist-
ing millwork of the osiginad bank bullding and
features an open kitchen, Teller windows were
used as the Litclien service areq. The bank
vault on the first loor was macde into a wine
dhisplayvault and former hankers” offices were
converted into private dining ooms. The
restaurant a0 has a main dining reem and
pianges, and a comiunal tabis where diners
can shake tyeir own cocktails from a crafi-
vour-own eockrail menu and share fondue.

*IMy] favorite fenture of the entire pmﬁ
is tiking a historic three-story bank lobby
and fully embricing that to transitbon that
space into a hotel lobly, bar and restaurant,”
Barr said. I think it will be one of the most
unigque and enjmable spaces in downtown
Minneapolis,”
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